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13 The response recommended in such situations is one of “active compassion. Pope John Paul Il wrote:“The Bishop
should accompany with prayer and active compassion any priests who, for whatever reason, has fallen away from his
vocation or his fidelity to the call of the Lord and who is, therefore, failing to live up to his duties” (Pastores Gregis,
John Paul Il, 16 October 2003, n.47). Card. Levada added: “The bishop must also attempt to draw him back to the
Lord, through a process of necessary conversion of life, according to the circumstances.” (Considerations on the
Delicta Graviora, Cardinal William Levada, 23 November 2011).
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18 Sacramentorum Sanctitatis Tutela, John Paul IlI, April 30, 2001.

19 Law No. CCXCVII on the Protection of Minors and Vulnerable Persons, Pope Francis, 26 March 2019

20 Vademecum on Certain Points of Procedure in Treating Cases of Sexual Abuse of Minors Committed by Clerics,
Ver. 2.0., Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith, 5 June 2022.



